TO 


[In the following we welcome the efforts of a new corresponcent; new in 
the Guide, although not wholly unknown to the literary and religious com- 
munity. Some minds are most affected by abstract statements; others re- 
quire, in order to understand the principles which are presented to them, figur- 
ative emblems, illustrations and parables. Our correspondent, with happy 
powers of imagination and language, has endeavored to illustrate the methods 


and principles of progress in the Divine life, by a supposed interview and con- 


versation between two religious friends. | 


CONVERSATIONS ON ATTAINMENTS IN THE 
DIVINE LIFE. 


Have I bcen go long time with thee, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip.”"—Jonn xiv. 9. 


Two friends were sitting by an open window, which overlooked a beautiful 
lake near the village of C. The fields were blooming in the full luxuriance of 
summer beauty —the orchards bending beneath the weight of ripening fruit, 
the air was redolent with the fragrance of various flowers, which the hand of 
taste had reared in rich profusion,— and yet they sat, apparently unmindful that 
nature’s loveliness was blooming all around them, so absorbed in the theme 
which at that time filled their hearts and occupied their conversation. 

The elder was past the bloom of youth, of calm and serious countenance, 
over which a shade of sadness frequently flitted, proving the past or present 
endurance of life’s deeper trials ; yet chased almost immediately by a pleasing 
smile, and soon lit up by the eloquent expression of hope and joy. The other 
was much younger, with a face on which cure had left no trace, sorrow no 
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impress, but which glowed in youthful health and happiness. She lived in an 
adjacent village, and some weeks had elapsed since the friends had met. They 
were united by the double tie of family and christian affection, and though 
differing in age, temperament, and outward position, they always met with joy 
and mutual profit. 


The glad embrace had been exchanged, the tribute of admiration paid to the 


_ surrounding scene, and they sat down to their usual quiet converse. 


“ You look happier than usual, Mary,” said Laura (the younger), “and I am 


sure you have something pleasant to impart to me—so tell me what you have 
been thinking or accomplishing since we Jast met.” 


“The subject of my thoughts I am most anxious to make known to you, dear 
Laura, and I ask not only your ready sympathy, but your vigorous cooperation. 


L. Which, relying on your judgment, I promise, so go on. 

M. ‘You undoubtedly remember, Laura, our last subject of conversation — it 
was our small attainments in the Divine Life. 

I. You say our, Mary, but I have felt ever since, that if I could retain the 
evidence of my justification, as clearly and abidingly as you do, 1 should not 
think my attainments small. | 

M. The word of God, not my experience, is the standard, Laura, and by 
that I will prove our mutual deficiency. A few days after you left, my mind 
was arrested by our Lord’s remark to Philip, “Tlave I been so long time with 
thee, and yet hast thou not Anown me?” and in dwelling upon Philip’s per- 
sonal knowledge of the character and actions of our blessed Savior, of his un- 
doubted love and practical devotion, so manifested by a public avowal of dis- 
cipleship, the question arose, in What respect did Philip not know his Lord. 
Among many points which will be obvious to you when you read the chapter 
attentively, ny mind fixed on one. He did not know him in the full manifest- 
ation of his Divine character —in his indwelling power —and without as to 
how much Philip might have known previous to Christ’s ascension, and the 
descent of the Holy Spirit, the question was applied to me. personally with 
exceeding power, and I seemed to see Jesus regarding me with sadness, and to 
hear his reproachful voice saying, “ Have I been so long time with you,” &c., 
and [ awoke to the full conviction that I did not know my Lord, and that I had 
been content with my inexcusable ignorance. Do you understand me, Laura. 

Not exactly, Mary, (said Laura, her eyes filling with tears,) for I am sure if | 
were asked, I should say that I knew Jesus. 


Will you allow me, dear, (replied Mary,) to convince you of the contrary, by 
the same kind of reasoning which fastened conviction on my mind, 

Laura bowed assent, with a sad and pained expression. 

M. Do you know the President of these United States ? 


I. Yes—no—that is, I know him in his official acts, and form my estimate 


of him from their public character; and I draw inferences as to his private 
life from what I hear and read. 
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M. Exactly, and there your partial knowledge ends. When you were trayel- 
ing last summer, and the house in which you lodged took fire, and you awoke 
from sleep only to feel yourself surrounded with danger, and to see no mode of 
escape, you feared your cries were unheeded, and you were consigning your- 
self to fearful death, when a strong arm rescued you, and bore you to a place 
of safety. Circumstances obliged you to leave so soon, that you formed but 
little personal acquaintance with Dr. B——. In what sense did you know him, 
‘and what feelings were awakened within you ? 

L. [I .know him as my deliverer from that dreadful position, and the deepest 
gratitude of my nature flowed out towards him, and [ inferred that he was 
noble, and benevolent, and self-sacrificing. 


M. Of course you did; but if your personal acquaintance had ended there, 
no other feeling than, gratitude would have existed. But when shortly after (by 
a strange coincidence, you think,) he removed to your village, and tended you 
through the serious illness, which probably resulted from the fright and ex- 
posure of that occasion, and skillfully met and at last averted the frequent 
relapses to which you seemed subject, in what character did you then know 
him ? 

L. Why, as a kind, attentive and skilful physician. 

M. Well, Laura, you told me that owing to your timidity and weakness, 
you were long in forming a more intimate acquaintance. How were these 
obstacles overcome ? 

L. By repeated visits and frequent conversations on his part, and by pur- 
suing a course of reading on mine, during which IT had his enlightening re- 
marks, and encouraging replies, by which I was gradually led onward to a 
point. at which I realized that our views and tastes were becoming assimilated, 
and my light, volatile character, receiving an abiding, elevating impress from 
our constant Communion. | | 

M. ‘Then, Laura, intimate acquaintance produced friendship, and when your 
views, tastes, and feelings, were sufficiently assimilated to render it desirable, 
he invited you to enter into a fuller and more intimate connection than even 
friendship expresses, and then your feelings were allowed full play, and his 
influence immeasurably increased, and it become your controlling motive to do 
as he wished, and you formed every plan of action with direct reference to his” 
approval ? 

I. Yes, Mary, and I found it no easy task, he was so far above me in men- 


tal power, and healthiness of moral character, that I often felt discouraged, and_ 


feared he would grow weary ; but he aided and encouraged and approved, until 
I realized that the basis was laid, upon which the superstructure would gradu- 
ally arise. 

M. Did you ever grieve him, Laura ? 

L. Yes, Mary, by my volatility, which could not always submit to the dis- 
cipline which he advised, and sometimes I was capricious and did not care to 
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oteune him, but I soon felt cohen of such unseemly conduct, and his wey 
forgiveness awoke my profound sorrow. 

M. Do you ever expect to know him any better, Laura ? 

L. Why, yes, Mary, I grow in the knowledge of his character ints, for 
human nature has many pluses. 

M. And your affection, | doubt not, keeps pace with your knowledge ; but 
still, Laura, you are looking forward to a period of still increasing intimacy. 
Why does not the present satisfy you? You are assured of his affection, he 
visits you daily, you receive tokens of his approbation, and feel his assimilating 
influence. What more is wanting ? 

L. He visits me, Mary, but he does not dicell ; and fully as I rely on his 
faithfulness and truth, I have not that assured consciousness, that our present 
and future interests are inseparably identified, as I shall have when the mar- 
riage vow is spoken. 

M. Now, dear Laura, I have reached the point at which I aimed — bear 
with me while IT make the application. The majority of men, at least in this 
Christian land, know God in his official character; and the most of them infer 
that He is great, and wise and good —and there they stop, they do not desire 
to know more. Others recognize the fact that God has wrought out a great 
deliverance, and in some degree make it personal. Another class feel they 
have been sick nigh unto death, and Christ has healed them, but they stop 
short of a perfect cure, and do not seek to have their physician, their most inti- 
mate friend; their gratitude is awakened in a degree, but they are forever 
turning to other remedies, and shrinking from their physician, because they 
know they are clinging to indulgences perfectly incompatible with his saving 
process, ‘The larger part of Christians, form, 1 hope, Laura, a friendship-with 


Jesus. In this class you and I have stood —we have pursued the course he 


points out, we have studied the book he most values, we have had his enlight- 
ening and encouraging influence to aid our every step—we have felt some- 
what of his assimilating power, and rejoiced that our characters were receiving 
his glorious impress — we have frequently, O how frequently grieved his tender 
spirit, and as often proved his forgiving love, and we have been content to stop 
just here. Is it wise, is it gencrous soto do? Is it not rather ungrateful in 
the highest degree ?, 


L. | begin to feel the force of your argument, Mary, but go on with your 
application, 

M. A train of such reflections pressed home upon my heart the fact that I 
did not know my Lord, and following close that conviction came the earnest 
enquiry whether I'would continue to rest here, or press on to more perfect 
union, Is it not strange that a regenerate heart should pause at such an en= 
quiry? Yet mine did. I possess, if I may SO express it, an inertness of char- 
scter, a disinclination for vigorous action, a kind of ruminative habit, which 


shrunk from the active, determined purpose which I clearly perceived must — 


ark the outset. I saw the difficulty, but through grace, perceived the proflered 
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aid, the glorious victory, the high moral achievement —and the resolve twas 
made. Ilere I gained much, Laura, but the resolve did not accomplish the 
work. The first step was to seek confidently a more intimate acquaintance 
with Jesus, by putting far from me every thing that was distasteful to him; 
this ofttimes caused me anguish —it was crucifixion. The next step was to 
ascertain what was pleasing to him, and so far as I could, by prayer and faith, 
and strict obedience to the monitions of his Spirit, to follow on to know him. 


- But here I was met at every step by my utter weakness —I failed continually, 


and in scrrow proved that it was 


“ Worse than death my God to love, 
And not my God alone.”’ 


Light increased, and I saw my error — it was His work, not mine. Te invited 
me to the closest union, and when all things were ready, He would come and 
take possession of his own. My part was to wait for Him in undoubting re- 
liance on His faithfulness, in the continued exercise of faith and hope and love, 
in the absolute, unconditional surrendering of my entire being for time and 
eternity to His disposal, for His service, either active or passive. ©. Laura, it 
required the intensest action of the mind and spirit to linger here, but I found 
myself possessed of a tenacity of purpose, and strength of desire, which no 
outward things could shake. After a few days, [fe came — not in overwhelming 
power, not in tumultuous joy, but in the sudden hush of passion, in the still, 
small voice of love, in the conscious renovation of the whole interior being, 
by which every obstruction was removed to close and absolute union, and my 
spirit rose upward, upward, as Earth’s last chord was severed, until it rested in 


ats centre, God. 


L. Can this be so, Mary —then what else have you to do with earth ? 
asked Laura, trembling with emotion. 2 

M. Much every way, dear friend. YT will again show you by analogy. 
When you and your earthly friend arrive at that point when your perfect 
earthly union is commenced, will you have nought to do to please him? Do 
you not rather expect to throw your entire energies into these plans, those pur- 
suits which will forward his interests ? Do you not expect to become so closely 
identified that his joys will be your joys, his sorrows your sorrows? will you 
not share the reflected. glory of his increasing eminence, and be stimulated in 
return to become more worthy of his name and character ? 

L. Certainly, dear Mary, all this is so, 

M. Well then, dear Laura, my past experience only brought me to the point 
of perfect union — only enabled me to identify my interests with Christ's so 
completely that I could sing — 


“QO ‘tis not in grief to harm me, while thy love is left to me, 
QO ‘twere not in joy to charm me, were that joy unmixed with thee." 
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But I have every thing to do—the whole mental and moral being is waked up 
to action; to resistance against his foes, whether spiritual or earthly, to the 
advancement of His glorious designs within me, around me, by me; and Laura, 
the principle you acknowledge is at work —I desire to become more worthy of 
His name ; not by any inherent worthiness, but moulded, fashioned and strength- 
ened by His grace, until I become a living monument of His transforming 
power. 

I.. But, Mary, where is faith’s exercise, if thus you dwell in open vision. 

M. Mistaken again, Laura; emphatically do I “ walk by faith.’ You and 
your friend will divell together, but will he not ofttimes be absent from your 
sight — yea, the greater part of the time? Attention to your interest will re- 
quire it. And do you not expect frequently, sometimes quite unlooked for, to 
study alone — to pursue your benevolent avocations, or perform your household 
duties without his sensible presence ? Will you not diligently prepare every 
thing for his return, and expecting him constantly, arrange your attire, your 
house, your plans, that whensoever he comes, you may be found watching and 
ready to receive him ? | 

L. You depicture truly, Mary. 

M. And though he may be absent for hours, and sometimes for days, no 
evidence of his indwelling is removed —it is his prepared Home— he knows 
you are anxious to receive him— you doubt not his return the moment the 
wreat purposes of his absence are accomplished. You are sustained by per- 
feet faith all through his absence, and his spirit seems continually with you, to 
-trengthen and encourage. Aim I correct? 

I.. Perfectly so. 

M. Well, Laura, as in the natural, so in the spiritual union. I have com- 
paratively little of what you term “ open vision.” A great part of the time ] 
do not see my Lord—to obtain some end of moral discipline, He is absent 
from me, and [ am called to read, and act, and work, without his sensible pre- 
sence. [I feel His strengthening spirit —I- rejoice in anticipation of His ap- 
proving suile —T prepare myself for his cerlain return ; for Laura, I look with- 
in His house, and there exists no evidence that His indwelling is removed — it 
is as He fashioned it—as He arranged it—as He prepared it —it is His 
abode, and by the diligent use of the means, He has abundantly provided, it 
grows more and more meet for Ilis entrance, so that I know He will surely 
come ; and besides [ have [is written promise, that though He tarry, Ile will 
come in love and blessing. 

L. But still, Mary, there seems but little conflict. 

M. I was about to remark, Laura, that the severest part was yet untouched. 
Of{times, during His absence, I am called to struggle with mighty foes — “ to 
Wrestle with flesh and blood, with principalities and powers, and spiritual 
wickedness in high places "— to encounter Satan with his perfect craft, to re- 
sist a thousand untoward influences which press on every side. It requires a 
mighty spiritual energy, for | am ever tempted by fears to despond, to doubt my 
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Lord’s approval, but through grace thus far, I have overcome. Now, Laura, 
have I not work to do? conflict to endure? find you any reom for the repose 
of indolence, for the indulgence of moral lethargy 2? Ratheram I not just now 
clothed with the perfect Christian armour, and prepared to do effectual service 
for the God of cur salvation’ © dearest, man only knows the might of man, 
when the Divinity stirs within, reclaiming him from the enervating influences 
of sin, and restoring him to the enjoyment of a moral Eden made glorious by 
redeeming grace, But the shades of evening are falling around us, and I can- 
not longer dwell on this. Do you still think you Anow Jesus, Laura. 

L. Not, O not as | know my earthly friend, dear Laura. 

M. Are you willing to use the means for a more intimate acquaintance — 
to take as much pains as you have to perfect an earthly friendship ? 

L. I pray that I may be aroused to think and feel on this subject, Mary. 
Farth has strong hold upon me, but this moment I feel an awakening resolve, 
Pray for me, my dear friend, that permanent impressions may be resolved into 
Vigorous action. 

They knelt—and Mary prayed that they might know Hin, and the power 
of His resurrection,—that they might grow in grace, in the knowledge and 
love of their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. | 


IMOGEN. 


(We have had the opportunity of selecting from the private religious exer- 
cises of an individual, who professes an interest in the blessing of sanctifi- 
cation, certain resolutions made from time to time, as circumstances seemed to 
suggest them, and to render them necessary. President Edwards (not to men- 


tion many other good men in different ages of the church,) formed pious reso- 


lutions, for the regulation of his conduct, and for his advancement in holiness, 
which are generally published with his writings, The practice is com- 
mendable ; and those, who are seeking holiness, will find the benefit of it. 
Although it seems to us, that resolutions should be formed with this implied 
condition, unless an absolute certainty attends them, that they may be modified 
in connection with increased light in regard to them.] 


RELIGIOUS RESOLUTIONS 


Resonvep, With divine assistance, never to indulge, even when I have just 
cause of displeasure, in strong expressions, and in violence of outward manner, 
but to act with calmness and deliberation, and to see to it always, that the 
reality of holy dissatisfaction and displeasure is attended with the aspect and 
the manner of love. 


Reso.vep, To endeavor, in conversation with others, to check undue ti- 
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vacily ; and to this end, to recollect myself every few moments in God, and to 
practice silent prayer. 


Resonvep, At all times, and under all circumstances, by the grace of God, 
to maintain the inestimable blessing of INTERIOR PEACE. 


Resotvep, Never to go out of my Centre, namely, my Heavenly Father ; in 
other words, to seek nothing, converse with nothing, love nothing, not even his 
own sanctified people, but in and for God. | 


Rrsotven, To avoid and break off from all intimate friendships, however 
pure and precious they may be in other respects, which are found in any way s0 
to disturb and enchain the mind, as to interrupt or weaken communion with God. 


Reso.vep, To remember, that there may be important advantages connected 
with ignorance, as well as with knowledge. 


Reso.ven, When called in the Providence of God to distharge ary active 
and outward duties, ever to remember, that there is an antecedent and inward 


duty, without which the outward one cannot be acceptable, namely, to possess 
a meck, quiet, and resigned state of mind. 


Resoivep, To ask wisdom from God and God only. That is to ay 
ever knowledge I may obtain from my fellow men or elsewhere, never to come 


to any decision, without first laying it before God, and seeking and receiving 
his guidance, 


Resorvep, That 1 will yield myself up to the guidance of two things, 
namely, God's grace and God's providences, the former being the inspiring prin- 


ciple within, and the latter indicating the mode of its operation in the discharge 
of duty. 


Resotvep, With the exception of what is implied in natural and covenanted 
ties, to permit no union, association, or intimacy with any human being, except 


in God and for God, lest my soul should in any way be jostled out of its true 
Centre, 


Resotvep, To renounce all disquieting desires, inasmuch as they evidently 
appear to be inconsistent with the determination to seek nothing and desire 


nothing but what is involved in the will of God; and thus to fulfil the divine 
requisition, “to be careful for nothing.” 


Rrsorvep, With divine assistance, to commit myself wholly into the hands 
of God; to do as He would have me do ; to suffer as He would have me suffer ; 
to know as He would have me know; to feel as He would have me feel. 


We give these religious resolves, without adding others at present, as illus- 


trations of the manner, in which some persons are affected, who are seeking 
holiness, or who are endeavoring to walk in the way of holiness. 


“Thou shalt love the Lord with all thy might, and thy neighbor as thyself.” 


| 56 

ii 

if 
| | 
i} 
4 


HAPPY IS THE MAN WHO CONDEMNETH NOT HIMSELF. a7 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


“TAPPY IS HE THAT CONDEMNETIL NOT ILIMSELF 
IN THAT THING WHICH HE ALLOWETH.” 


Tur time has been, when I scarcely dared to allow myself any 
thing which was not called for, by strict necessity; for having 
come to the determination, after a long and painful suspense, to 
cut off the right arm, and to pluck out the right eve, if they hin- 
dered me from obtaining personal holiness, I could de ny myself of 
any thing without hesitancy: And during the six months in which 
I could profess no more of sanctification than mere consecration 
of myself to God, it was my constant study to find what indul- 
cences T must cease from, what habits [ must rectify, and what 
duties I must perform, order most surely to facilitate my 
progress in the narrow way. TI had come to the period where my 
decision was as prompt as my perception, for [ had no other desire, 
left within me, but to be a fit subject for the divne operation. And 
it had become the business of every hour and moment, to watch 
my thoughts, my words, and my actions, laying my heart out be- 
fore myself, and before God, with strong and unceasing supplica- 
tions. Ah! the very remembrance of my soul's bitter wailings 
and deep travail, at this moment, sends a chilliness through my 
system, and [ can compare those hours only to that of nature’s 
agony, When there must be delivery or death. It was not so much 
what I had done, before my fellow creatures, or my God, for that 
[ felt had been forgiven, but it was what I was, my_ inclination to 
sin, notwithstanding my will against it. That tendency my soul 
abhored - it could not live unless delivered from it. [ask no other 
argument to show me the difference between justification and sanc- 
tification, than such as [ have had in my own experience ; argu- 
ment written by the finger of God, and sealed in the depths of my 
heart. 

As I continued these incisions and excisions upon myself, my 
conscience became more and more tender, so that it shrunk from 
the least excess, or irregularity in the action of the appetites, pro- 
pensities and affections, or passions. And though in theory 1 did 
not argue for the extirpation of the natural sensibilities from = the 
human being, (for that [ could not do, reasonably,) yet in my own 
case, the object of my practice would have appeared to be extir- 
pation instead of regulation ; for so vehemently did my soul long to 
live to God, to glorify him with all its faculties, that it sought a per- 
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fect deadness to all outward things, so as to be sure not to be 
brought into captivity or condemnation by any of them, 

I never required of others what I exercised upon myself, even 
in case they were seeking what I myself was seeking, namely, 
the total rectifying of the soul, and the fitting up each department 
of the being for the use to which it was at first appropriated, when 
just forthcoming from its maker’s hand. I could be lenient to them 
while rigorous to myself. Neither do [say that any one must go 
through those struggles that I myself have passed through, before 
getting victory in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; yet in my 
own case IT regard them as a necessary preparation for my perse- 
verance through the difficulties which I have since found in my 
way, and though I may have brought much of that suffering upon— 
myself by vainly striving in the cultivation of my heart, through 
the means of examination and prayer, to fit myself for the exer- 
cise of faith, I can see that it was best for me that I was permitted 
so to do, for, that cultivation of heart and habits is, in itself indis- 
pensable ; and my error in seeking a sort of fitness in myself, was 
the occasion of my being the more thoroughly instructed that all 
the fitness is in Jesus. I tried so hard to take hold on Jesus by the 
hand of works, that I can never forget the lesson that my contin- 
ued failure taught me. And when at last, I saw that in one sense 
all my vigilance and prayer had done nothing toward immersing 
me in the fountain, yet they had their use in bringing me to its 
brink, where I could plunge by faith alone. And now that I was 


enabled to exercise that faith, and feel the virtue of a Savior’s 


blood, my song was victory! victory! I had victory in heart, and 
in habits. IT had full and = perfect liberty in Christ. I was not in 
bondage to anything within or without. No passion, desire, nor 
appetite had the government of me, for I was not held under the 
power of any. My strongest impulses had felt the influence of 
constant prayer, and continual answer to that prayer, so that there 
was nota discordant voice to be heard. ©! the liberty of the 
children of God. Liberty and not an abused licence. But I 
Was yet weak in faith, and doubtful about many things, for I feared 
falling suddenly, through some liberty which I might give myself. 
Indeed I did not desire much of an outward nature, for my en- 
tertainment was all within where [ heard the Divine voice the 
most distinctly. Many things which were both lawful and expe-- 
dient within their proper limits, I did not feel at liberty to par- 

teipate in, while my faith was but in its infancy ,and my knowledge 
confined to first principles. Perhaps I got into the habit of being 
over exact, and too scrupulous. Let that be as it may, I was re- 


| 
| | 
| 
| 
4 
at 
i 


HAPPY IS THE MAN WHO CONDEMNETH NOT HIMSELF. 959 


solved to take the safe course, for E would rather die, than fall 


from my steadfastness. Had I, during the first years of my expe- 
rience in the way of holiness, given myself the liberty that I have 
since taken, as my views have become clearer, and my faith - 
stronger, | should have been condemned by acting from a doubtful 
conscience, so that my soul would have lost her. energies while” 
she was but just laying the foundation upon which to build for 
future life. 

And now comes my motto, ** Happy is he that condemneth not 
himself in that thing which he alloweth.’ Happy shall J be, if I do 
not condemn myself in that thing which I allow either by inappropri- 
ate or inordinate use ; or even the using lawful things lawfully, with- 
out faith before God. This expression of Holy Writ has been power- 
fully applied to my heart in a number of instances, 'so that T now 
take it for my ever present admonition. [| believe-it was specifi- 
cally applied to my mind by the Holy Ghost, as: T began to allow 
myself some of the enjoyments and liberties of human life, of 
which [had for some two or three years been depriving myself, 

During that time, 1 did not allow myself to speak of personal 
character, except in| commendation when that seemed called for, 
and could justly be given, lest I should speak of the failings of 
another as [ would not that he should speak of mine. Happy 
shall I be, if now, While [sometimes speak of faul/s in characters, 
I do it not on an occasion, or to a degree uncalled for, or without 
a holy recollectedness, (which includes faith and its accompanying 
exercises,) so as to condemn myself before God, angels, and men, 

During that time, I did not allow myselfat all to use pleasantry, 
irony, or hyperbole ; neither to converse much upon. any temporal 
matter, in which I was not necessarily engaged. © And happy shall 
[ be, if Lam preserved from using any of these unduly ; either-to— 
excess or Without faith, that is, carelessly. 

The first of these I consider both proper and desirable on proper 
occasions, such as the company of children, and of intimate and 
well tried friends. This enjoyment, when kept within proper lim- 
its, is rendered salutary both to body and mind, by means of the 
exhileration of the animal spirits, and may be allowed in faith be-— 
fore God, if might views are taken of it; seeing it as a provision 
made by our Maker for the removal of the wasted energies of our 
compound being. The next two I consider should be but rare] 
and spariagly used; for in their best use they are like those in- 
struments Which are as likely to wound the operator as the subject 
for operetion. 


As to conversation upon temporal matters, I believe it to be 


-> 
e 
Be 
4a 
ty 
4 


- 


~ 


60 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


my privilege to have my judgment sanctified in its exercise upon 
the different occasions where there might be doubt as to how far 
the real good of myself or others would advise free conversation 
upon the things of time. I am now situated so as to be called to 
converse more upon these things than I once was; and I believe 
it to be both allowable and advisable, to enter into the temporal 
interests of my fellow creatures toa degree, while seeking their 
sreatest real good. And O, may I not condemn myself by neg- 
lecting to ask for the sanctification of my judgment; or after I 
have asked and obtained, by going beyond its dictates. 

During that time, I did not allow the principle of curiosity to 
open my ears and eyes to anything which would not directly 
benefit myself or another ; and happy shall I be, if while I permit 
myself to hear and see what may indirectly benefit me, I do not 
zo too far, give my attention too much, so as to experience dissi- 
pation of mind, and suffer real loss from my soul’s treasury. 

During that time, 1 did not allow myself to speak, and hardly 
dare think of my personal sufferings, inconveniences or injuries ; 
lest my hardships should be magnified in my own eyes, self be un- 
duly considered, and a spirit of complaining enter my heart. And 
happy shall T be, if, while [ speak of these things to those to whom 
it is proper they should be mentioned, I do not speak of them too 
frequently, or in a wrong manner, as if I could not bear them, and 
so by reaction a restlessness of mind be engendered. 

During that time, | did not’allow myself to look to anything 
in fulure for happiness, lest by that means the sources of present 
enjoyment should lose their magnitude in my mind. | The antici- 
pation of meeting friends, of receiving letters, of worshiping with 
God's people, and even of rejoicing in a future heaven, I did not 
allow myself to enter into, lest by reaching forward for enjoyment 
IL might lose sight of my present privilege of being “ filled with 
ihe fullness of God,” thus enjoying all I could ask with my present 
blessings. And happy shall [ be, if now, believing that my Heav- 
enly Father permits me sometimes to take a glance at future pros- 
pects, to cheer my spirits in the midst of present sufferings, I do 
not get an inclination to live in the future, at the expense of losing 

the great idea of ever-present holiness. 
— During that time, 1 did not allow myself at all to act from mere 
impulse ; to speak rapidly, or much at any one time, lest it should 


be done unadvisedly or unprofitably ; neither did 1 dare to allow. 


my natural vivacity of manner, lest it should violate that inward 
epee which I knew the holy soul must possess. And happy 
shall I be, if while I permit my nature to act herself more freely, 
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do not fail to have my expression all chastened and hi sowed as 
[ desire. QO, thou Keeper r of my heart, let my expression ever be 
a correct representation of thy life within my soul! 

Some friend may ask if | never acted from impressions. Inthe 
common acceptation of the term, T never did. tL have had. sugges- 
tions made to my mind. mdependent of a vocal speaker, which I 
have followed, after having exercised my jndement upon them, 
believing as I did in the sanctification of the judgment when offer- 
ed up for sanctification. It was by this means that | was lead to 
leave the protracted meeting where a few only had been praying 
and laboring for some days, in the midst of a large village,—to 
‘all, in course, upon the people at their dwellings, to invite them 
to come to “the house of prayer:”> and such as could not come 
In person, to unite their prayers with ours, while they were at their 
homes. told them that had no revelation; eame not to their 
houses from mere impulse, but in the hope that the modest request 
of a stranger, Wishing to do them good, might not be disregarded. 
Were I to-day situated as | then was, | should do the same ; for 
I believe in taking advantage of circumstances and occasions in 
our work for God, that * by all means we may save some. 

I have spoken of myself, in’ particulars, believing that the re- 
sults of strict Cxamination may be bene ficial to others as well as 
to 
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SANCTIFICATION. 


Ir we understand the subject, complete sanctification implies two things: — 

1. ‘The entire surrender and perpetual consecration of ourselves. 

2. The transforming influence of the Holy Spirit upon our hearts and minds. 

The former is our own act, divinely suggested and aided, but the latter, 
which is necessarily subsequent in point of time, is the free, unmerited act of 
Almighty God, faithfully performing his own spontancous promise, 

Consecration includes several particulars. It implies a pereeption of our 
relations and obligations to the Supreme Being, and an acknowledgment of. his 
claims upon us. It implies a realizing sense of his excellencies, a movement 
of the aflections towards hun, and a fervent desire that he should be 


‘“ The sea of love 
Where all my pleasures roll, 

The circle where my passions move, 
The centre of my soul.”’ 
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It implies a determination of the will, acting in accordance with the previous 
perceptions-of the understanding and the strong affections of the heart. It im- 
plies a complete and voluntary yielding up of our all, a perpetual, unceasing, 
irrevocable sacrifice, in the name and through the merits of our Divine Re- 
deemer. And if this consecration be deliberately, anxiously and thoroughly 
entered into, it involves a complete renunciation of self, and brings the subject 
directly under the promise of God, insuring the application of the all-cleansing 
blood, and the sanctifying influence of the Holy Spirit. We say deliberately, 
anxiously and thoroughly. fe who has been led to make a sincere and ac- 
ceptable dedication of himself to God, has doubtless felt the necessity of in- 
cluding his whole being, not in general terms only, but in detail, in minute 


particulars. His language has been — 


Take my soul and body's powers, 
Take my memory, mind and will, 
All my goods and all my hours, 
All I know and all I feel, 
All [ think or speak or do, 
Take my heart, but make it new. 


In this spirit he has solemnly consecrated himself in every relation, be it cither 
as a husband, a wife, a parent, a child, a brother, a sister, an officer in church 
or state, or a citizen, as well as in his particular calling or avocation Each 
and all of his powers of body, and faculties of mind, and affections of the 


heart —and his time, all his possessions, all his talents, he has cheerfully and 
fully surrendered to the Great Giver. 


}reedom, friends and health and fame, 
Consecrate to thee alone.” 


This, however, is not sanctification, it is simply consecration, and yet it is, as 
Dr. Upham in his work on the Interior Life correetly urges, an indispensible 
pre-requisite, "Thus the individual has placed himself within the pale of God’s 
promises, and could with humble boldness approach the throne of grace, and 
with undoubting confidence, claim the fulfilinent of those special promises, that 
applied to. his case, Such was that found in-—“'The Lord thy God will cir- 
cumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.’ Such was that found in 
the Prophet —* Then will [sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 
clean; from all your filthiness and from all your idols will I cleanse you. A 
new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you, and | 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 
Nesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments and do them.” Such also was that 
of the Savior,— Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, for 
they shall be filled.” Such was that of the Apostle,—“ If we walk in the light, 
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as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” And he had power to believe 
that his offering was accepted, that his gift was sanctified, not for any worthi- 
ness in liimself or any merit in his act, but for the sake of an infinitely merit- 
orious Savior. In answer to his faith, the transforming influence of the Holy 
Spirit was felt—love and joy, unfelt before, then sprung up in his heart, and 
from the fullness of his heart he sung — ey 


“Tis love, ‘tis love, Thou diedst for me, 
[ hear thy whisper in my heart ; 
The morning breaks, the shadows flee, 
Pure, universal love thou art; 
‘lo me, to all thy bowels move, 
Thy nature and thy name ts love.” 


Tarrytown, N. Y., Feb. 2, 1346. W. P. 


On the cover of the last Guide we gave a short notice of South’s Sermons. 
The more we read this work the better we are pleased with it. We cive below 
an extract from his sermon on, “ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.” It may be considered a specimen of his orthodoxy, and of Ins bold and 
forcible manner of presenting the truth. 


IT come now to show, how this purity of heart fits and qualifies ; 
the soul for the sight or vision of God. And to give you a short i 
state and account of this, it does it, in a word, by causing a suit- r 
ableness between God and the soul, and by removing whatsoever 
may debar or hinder that intimate communion and intercourse, 
which ought to be between such a creature and its Creator: now 
during the soul’s impurity, God is utterly unsuitable to it: and 
that ina double respect: 1. Of the great unlikeness ; and, 2. Of 
the contrarity which is between them. 

And first, for the unlikeness. — It is evident, from the clearest 
and most acknowledged principles of reason, that there can be no 
true enjoyment, but where there is a certain agreeableness or con- 
eruity between the object and the faculty: and if so, what) plea- 
sure can it be toa filthy, polluted person, to converse with those 
vlones Which shall both astonish and reproach him: What en- 
joyment can dirt have im the embraces of a sunbeam: God. is 
infinitely pure, and till the soul has some degrees of purity too, it 
is no more fit nor able to behold him, than the black mire of the 
streets to reflect the orent colours of the rainbow upon the Sun 
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which shines upon it. God loves not to look upon any spiritual 
being, unless lie can see his own image and likeness in it; and 
that cannot be seen, where the mirror is foul that should repre- 
sent it. 

2, The next ground of the unsuitableness between God and 
the soul, is that great contrariety which a state of impurity causes 
between them. For it is this which makes the soul look upon 
God as an cnemy ; as clothed with terror, and as ‘‘a consuming 
fire’ and upon itself as obnoxious, and fit fuel to be preyed upon 
and devoured by such a fire. ‘The divine holiness is indeed in it- 
self most amiable, but yet a dreadful and confounding sight to a 

ity and defiled soul; as the very light itself, we know, though 
it be the glory of the ercation and the joy of the universe, 1s yet a 
frightful and an abhorred thing to thieves and robbers, and to 
such beasts of prey as lie only in caves and dens, and converse 
with nothing but filth and darkness under ground. | 

Heaven is sect forth to us as the great mansion of happiness and 
pleasure, but it is so only to the soul which is prepared for it, and 
by the renovation of its qualities made congenial to it. But to a 
soul possessed with the power and guilt of sin, it can be no more 
a delight than the openest and swectest air can be to the fish ; 
Which perishes in the region and element which preserves its pro- 
per inhabitants ; and dies by that which keeps us alive. 

And thus we have seen how want of purity utterly incapacti- 
fates the soul to enjoy God: namely, by rendering it both unlike 
him and contrary to him. God’s infinite holiness, and trans- 
cendent, amazing brightness, meeting with an impure nature, both 
shames and consumes it; as the day not only discommends, but 
also expels and drives away the might. © Thou art of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity,” says the prophet Habakkuk, i. 13. Ina 
word, God is too pure either to. see it, or to be seen by it; and 
therefore none but the pure in heart can behold him. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 
“IN EVERY THING GIVE THANKS.” 


Gop has probably given no command which is more commonly 
violated than the one at the head of this article, and yet there Is 
Hone more reasonable, or more calculated to exert a happy influ- 
ence on the mind by its observance. In every age of the world, 
holy souls have been remarkable for their spirit of eratitude and 
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thanksgiving. The exhibition of this lovely feature in their char- 
acter has done much to convinee’a wicked world of the reality of 
an experimental religion, ©, that the Christian church possessed 
more of this spirit? God has seemed to take special pains through- 
out his blessed Word, to enjoin on his people their duty in this re- 
spect. Tf Christians are thankful) only under prosperous cireum- 
stances, it may well be said) of them, What do ye more’ than 
others ; do not even sinners the same ¢’ 

If we cannot as heartily thank God for afflictions as for prosper- 
itv, our hearts are not right before him. To the worldling, this 
assertion will doubtless appear unnatural and false, but to the holy 
soul it is an experimental “truth. The grace of God is such that 
under all circumstances, it is the duty as well as privilege of Chiris- 
tians to “ give thanks always for all things.’ Were it not so, 
God would never have given the command, * In every thing give 
thanks.’ and at the same time declare, * this to be lis will in 
Christ Jesus concerning us.” See Thess. v. 

Will the Christian reader please follow out the bearings of the 
subject here suggested? Begin now «to give thanks for every 
thing.’ | Consider the reasons why we should do so. First, God 
requires it. Second, it is for our best good to do so. But says 
one, © Can [thank God for pains” Yes, thank him inasmuch as 
itis not the pains of an eternal hell which [ now sutter, although 
I richly deserve it. It should) teach me the lesson that sin is the 
eause of death, and all our woes, and [ should give thanks that 
there is ‘balm in Gilead, and a Physician there.’ ‘Thus we 
might proceed with every event, and find abundant cause ‘in 
every thing to give thanks.” B.S. 

February, 12416. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS. 


Beavry is written impressively upon all the works of God. 
There are natural as well as moral beauties. We see the beauty 
of Creation and the beauty of Redemption by Jesus Christ our 
vreat Redeemer —there is also a beauty of mind and “the 
beauty of holiness.’ Christian, look abroad through this vast 
sphere, which “in the beginning God made : ” the earth, the skies 
and the seas all proclaim the beautifying workmanship of Him 
who is divine. Man naturally admires what is beautiful. The 
Almighty who made man knew the heart of man, and best knew 
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ie what he would most admire ; hence beauty, as well as wisdom, is 
| a grand counterpart of creation. - But let us be a little more 
explicit. Tirst observe : 
There is beauty in the scenes of earth. Though cursed for 
P man’s transgression, it still has much of its pristine loveliness. 
There is beauty in the minstreling brooks, there is beauty in the 
verdant groves, in the songs of spring, in the fields and inthe 
meads, in the mountains and in the plains, o’er the hills and o’er 
the cliffs, among the rocks and along the silver springs, through 
the diamond earth and through the choral seas. 
There is beauty, as well as music, in the. heavenly spheres. 
“See their harmonious round! What a divine radiancy shines 
through all these wondrous orbs of light! These are but a 
portion of His “ marvellous works.” And in the lower circuit of 
the skies, see what wonders before us rise! Behold the clouds of 
heaven, tinged in purple and gold, and the beautiful bow that 
stretches in such grandeur athwart our skies! Here through all 
the world of space see and read the wisdom of God. 


“ 4 


“The smiling stars roll on, the dazzling moon 
In pomp advances to her silent noon: 
While thy sweet voice, soft as the inidnight air, 
Dispels the gloom of every care, 
Unfolding boundless prospects of delight, 
Before the piercing intellectual sight.” 


Friendship is fair. Her attractions are strong, and her esteem 
often deep and genuine. She ever wears a countenance begirt 
with smiles, and has a heart filled with love. Friendship is a 
jewel. She is ever clad in her own becoming garb. She weeps 

ay with the distressed, releaves the afHicted, and is comforted with — 
| the glad in heart. For the needy she has a thousand offices of 
; kindness, Is a solace in every condition, and cheers the pathway 
of carth’s weary wanderer. “Is there aught so fair as virtuous 
i friendship?” [t cheers us in life, and then when introduced by 


& relizion, her twin sister, into the abodes of eternal blessedness, she 
there unites in kindred fellowship forever. 


“ For all are friends in heaven; faithful friends — : 


And friendships here commenc’d are lasting there, 
And growing still.” 


The church of God is “beautiful for situation,” and “the city 
of the great King is the joy of the whole earth.” “ Her walls 
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shall be called salvation and her ¢ rates praise.” She is as * bright 
as the sun and fair as the moon.” We will be joyful therefore in 
God, and rejoice in the courts of the Lord's house. We will 
praise Giod out of Zion im the midst of thee, OQ Jerusalem !” 
Yea. let us “walk about Zion and go round about her: all the 
towers thereof.) Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces : 
that. ye may tell it to the generation following.” And the chureh 
militant below. however “lorious and beautitul within, but faintly 
prefigures the glory of the church triumphant mn heaven. 

There is a charm, a clory, a beauty in the Sacred Page, in the 
Book of God. [t rises in majesty and be auty above every other 
production, flere. are lessons of infinite wisdom, exhaustless 
riches and pleasures as lasting as the mind. 


“Read and revere the Sacred Page ; a page 
Where triuinphs immortality ; a page 
Which not the whole creation could produce ; 

Which not the conflagration shall destroy, 
In nature’s wreck not one letter lost.” 


Here is a storehouse that is inexhaustible ; its provisions are 
rich and free, and upon its broad walls all the treasured: joys and 
blessings of heaven are incessantly poured. Tere the soul of men 
may feast and be satisfied down to the end of time. O what a 
precious volume is here! How sweet its counsels, how exceeding 
precious its pronuses and admirable the whole design. Here our 
understandings may ever read not oniy our cternal Redeemer but 
our all-wise Creator, 


“Who decks the maiden Spring with flow’ry pride — 
Who calls forth Summer, like a sparkling bride — 
Who joys the mother Jutumn’s bed to crown, 

And bids old inter lay her honors down.” 


But above all. there is a“ beauty in Holiness,” a beauty that 
transcends every other as the meridian sun does the faint twink- 
lings of the midnight star. All that is lovely and of good report, 
all that is pure and all that is desirable centres here. There is a 
beauty in Holiness tongue cannot express, nor lancuage portray. 
But the mind can conceive it, and the soul sanetified and fully re- 
newed, can enjoy its rapturous delights. Here is the beauty of 
grace, the glory of salvation and the triumphs of redemption com- 
bined and exemplified. Here the whole Deity is known — here 
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are “the ways of pleasantness and the paths of peace a 
unspeakable and full of glory.” The temple is purified, the 
thoughts renewed, and the heart, full of love divine, ‘1s a habita- 
tion of God through the spirit.” God now controls the attections, 
voverns the will, subdues inbred foes, banishes every fear, consoles 
with every joy, inspires the soul, and fills the heart ‘with the 
fullness of God.” Meridian evidence here puts doubt to flight.” 
"Tis now 


“ All beauty without — all beauty within.” 


The image of God is impressed upon the soul, the whole heart 
before God is made perfect and right, and just and good. Here 
is moral purity; here are rays of the Godhead ; here is “ the 
beauty of Holiness.’ © that the world but saw the beauty, the 
wisdom, and the riches of the grace of God! Seeing then, 


although + through a glass darkly,” its importance, its divinity and 
vlory, let us 


“Write on our garnered treasures, | 
Write on our choicest pleasures, 
Upon things new and old, 

The precious stone and gold ; — 
On wife, husband, children, friends ;—. 
On all that goodness lends ;— 
Go write on your good name, 
Upon your cherished fame — 

On every pleasant thing ;— 

On stores that Heaven doth fling 
Into your basket, — write ! 

Upon the smiles of God, — 
Upon His scourging rod, — 
Write on your inmost heart, 
Write upon every part — 

To Him who claims the whole, 
Time, talent, body, soul, 
‘Holiness unto the Lord,’ ” 


| Yours in Christ, 
Urbana, O., January, 1846. | J. W. K 


A sanctified state of heart does not require to be sustained by 
any mere forms of bodily excitation. It gets above the dominion, 
at least in a very considerable degree, of the nerves and the senses. 
It seeks an atmosphere of calmness, of thought, of holy meditation. 
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For the Guide to ‘Holiness. 


Ol LOVE: THOU DAY-STAR OF MY HEART. 


Ou love! thou day-star of my heart! 
Ascend upon thy throne! 
Victor and lord, where’er thou art, 4 
To all within the power impart, 
Of life to God alone. 


Such is the magic of thy sway 
; Upon the holy mind ; 
That sin, all powerless in thy ray, 
Departs, as night-shades flee the day, 
And leaves no cloud behind. 


My soul was dark in other years ; 
The stain was on my brow ; 
And something whispers to my fears 

The loss of all but sin and tears, 
If thou shouldst leave me now. 


But fears are gone, and tears are bright, 
Lit with the beams of love: 

There is no sin, nor crief, nor night, 

To him, whose inmost soul is light | 
With radiance from above. | OF 


PRAY FOR PEACE. 


“Tr ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not 
against the truth. ‘his wisdom descendeth not from above but is earthly, sen- 
sual, devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every 
evil work, But the wisdow that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of merey and good fruits, without par- 
tiality and without hypocrisy. And the fruits of righteousness is sown-in peace 
of them that make peace.” So spake one, moved by the Holy Ghost to present 
the way of blessedness to man, But how few heed such divine precepts. 
Will there be war between England and the United’ States, is now a grave 

a question in both countries. Shall the mother and the daughter fight? Whata 
} spectacle to see the: drunk with rage, with bruised faces and bleeding limbs, 
trampling down each other's heritage, with the fair reputation of both in the 
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to either party than the evils of war. 


70 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 
dust! And they are both Christians, offering daily prayers to be delivered 
from evil, and for that wisdom which is pure and peaceable. 

But there are men in high places in both these countries, who would urge to 
deadly conflict, for the settlement of a miner difficulty. We say a miner diffi- 
culty, because the loss of property and rights in dispute would be infinitely less 

If the parties cannot agree, why not refer the points in dispute to arbitrators 

Such a course would be honorable in individuals, and it would not lower the 


‘dignity of millions in their associate capacity. They might err, it is true; but 


it is safer to trust to their wisdom than to put confidence in the might of man. 
And it scems to us that an unwillingness to do so, would be prima facie evi- 
dence of an overreaching and evil intention. ? 

But if the spirit of conciliation is not cherished, war will come with all its 
evils. Each nation will spend untold millions more than the possessions for 
which they contend are worth. Commerce will be ruined, and national pros- 
perity laid in the dust. The war makers will turn cowards, and hide them- 
selves from the battle-field. Thousands of thoughtless men will be lured from 
home, and others may be compelled, from the embrace of friends, to die in 
their country’s folly, and appear unprepared and unbidden in the presence of 
God. Religious influences will wane in the strife of passion. The cause of 
Christ in’ heathen Jands will suffer. The poor down-trodden Indian, who has 
some right by discovery and inheritance, will be incited to deeds of murder, and 


will hasten the day of his utmost misery and final extinction. But above all, 


heaven will be offended, and in a war like this could hardly overrule but for the 
chastisement of both the guilty nations. We are commanded to live in peace 
With all men, as fur as possible, Is it not possible here? Is it not duty? ‘The 
objector may say, this principle applies to individuals, not to nations. But na- 
tions are composed of individuals, and are bound by the same laws of love and 
justice, For national sins we may have national calamities. But in the day of 
final retribution, individuals will suffer for national sins. Man may be unable 
to trace the sins of public bodies to their proper source, but the Searcher of 
hearts can do it. “And the penalty of every national sin will be levied on the 
individual aider and abettor. Let us then take care that we do not encourage 
the mass to do what we would not do were we alone concerned. 

If such are to be the results, what Christian can lift up his voice for war ? 
We would not sacrifice principle or interest in this case, but we would have 
our rights determined in a manner becoming enlightened men, and the follow- 
ers of the Prince of Peace. 

Christian reader, let us pray that the rulers and people of these Christian na- 


tions may be guided by wisdom from above, and that they may be holy, for the 
holiness of individuals will promote the peace of communities. 


As a backer of our last statement in the above article, we introduce a few 
remarks from Dr. Upham’s “ Lire or Pairs.” 
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SACRED MEDITATIONS. TI 


“ All jealousy, all contention, all strife, both of individuals and nations, will 
cease, Whenever and wherever men have full faith in God, ‘It is better to trust 
in the Lord,’ says the Psalmist, ‘than to put confidence in man. It is better to 
trust in the Lord than to put contidence in princes. The Lord is on my side ; 
I will not fear what man can do unto me!? When nations have faith, that is 
to say, when the great mass of the people which compose nations, have faith, 
such faith as the Gospel of God contemplates, but which has been as yet real- 
ized only in part, then wars will cease. © Vengeance is mine; T will repay, 
saith the Lord.” The nation that has so much faith in God, as to proclaim it- 
self governed by the principles of justice, of forbearance, forgiveness, and good- 
will, and which, in accordance with this announeement, shall cease to place its 
chief confidence in battlements and armies, will find itself stronger in the pan- 
oply of peace, than other nations are in the munitions of war. It will be sur- 
rounded by a wall, not made of iron or brass, but stronger than either; which 
swords cannot pierce and balls cannot batter down; the mighty rampart of a 
world’s admiration and affection. More than all, it will be surrounded by that 
invisible and protecting arm, mighty though unseen, which always follows in 


the line of God’s promises. ‘Therefore, if thine enemy hunger, feed Jim; if 


he thirst, give him drink.” ‘Bless them that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them, which despitefully use you and persecute you; 
that ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven,” 


“SACRED MEDITATIONS.” 


Tuts is the title of a neat little pocket volume to be issued in a few weeks, 
by Messrs. Waite, Peirce & Co. Thie writer is P. L. U. of the Guide. It is 
one of the very best devotional books we ever saw, and we hope our readers 


will be ready to buy, read and distribute at once. Below is an extract from 
the work : 


** My heart is fixed, O God ; my heart is fixed.’ Ps. 57: 7. 


I have found it, T have found it,” said the wise philosopher, his heart out- 
bursting with yoy. What then is Pa joy of that heart, which has solved not a 
is oblem of earth, but of heaven;—has found where God is. Not afar off; — 
a cold and trigid Being, flying in the realms of space, and counting my riads of 
worlds, but a God of loveyGod of the heart. God of my heart, 1 hail thee, and 
am blessed. Now I sce the e, know thee. In apprehending thee, I have reached 
inv centre, and any rest. | have found a bre: ith, an atmosphe re, corresponding 
to my wants and woes. It is only on God, the soul of man can firmly fix itself, 
and be established. Every where else, it is restless, feeding on wind. Tama 
poor and friendless one, away from God, 1 am like the child, gathering straws 
for heat. [fow soon the fire goes out! TI am hke her, who plants a blooming 
rose upon the bosom of a corpse. It imparts no bloom : ; it adds no shade of 
beauty. 

My heart is fired; itis at rest. By an invisible, yet adamantine hold, strong 
as the pillar which supports the arch of heaven, my heart is linked to his. 
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72 GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


Thine own eternal breath, O God, is breathing there ;— the breath of thine un- 
changing love. My heart ts fixed ; it is at rest, It is motionless upon the ocean 
of God's love. The broad sea has so expanded itself, that every where it floats 
on love, and is at rest. The same wings of love will but expand themselves a 
little more, and lo, it is ofl: olf froin tiie clogs ani vapours of the earth, and 
roving free and beautiful, as the ange!s of God: as those who never sinned. 
God can forgive ; God can restore :— therefore my heart is fixed in loving Ilim. 
Soul of my soul! Back to thyself T hasten. ‘Thou art my centre, and ny all. 
My tired spirit rests. 


For the Guide to. Holiness. 


FAITH, AND CHARITY. 


Tur storm was high, While Hope's keen eye, 
The summer sky That watehed the sky, 
Was dark as winter’s nicht : Grew dim with falling tears. 
The heavens were bow’d, | | 
While cloud o’er cloud Then forth came love, 
Roll’d onward in their might. That timid dove, 
And stood beneath the blast, 
The seamen’s bark, And ask’d them why, 
(er waters dark, — When storms rose high, 
Sped like a thing of life ; Their anchor was not cast. 
But fierce and rude, 
The storm pursued, Faith spurned his fears, 
And keener grew the strife. Hope dried her tears, 
And ’mid the tempest’s wal, 
Faith walked the deck, The anchor flew 
And feared no wreck, The waters through, 
Winle Hlope, with eagle eye, And fixed within the vail. 
Hlis night-watch kept, 
Where storm winds swept, The night was dark, 
And wave o’er wave roll’d lich, And frail that bark, 
With torn and fluttering sail; 
The storm grew loud, But safe at last, 
Fach quivering shroud With anchor east, 
At Jast is rent in twain ; The bark outrode the gale. 
While floods o’erwhelm 
The toiling helm, And now abide, 
That spends its might in vain. Whate’er betide, 
Sweet Hope, that points above, 
Then Faith laid down | But Hope and Faith, | 
His shield and crown, Forever saith, 
And yielded to his fears, — That greater far is Love. 


Mary. 
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